
Deathcare
Where does non-medical care fit in?

A Sacred Passing Death Midwifery &
Community Education



A bit about A Sacred Passing 
and why I am here today 

Core Values

The crew within A Sacred Passing is made up of people, primarily in
traditional Duwamish land (Seattle, WA), who work in the

community to create and sustain authentic partnerships in death care
through consent, inclusivity, and active interruption of oppression. 

Acting on these core values includes building access-focused, anti-
racist, and gender-inclusive environments, death doula trainings,

educational offerings, community events, and resources. 

Our Mission

A Sacred Passing's mission is to guide and assist people
towards a more conscious dying experience while 

honoring individual autonomy. In the community, we work
to actively dismantle systems of oppression as they present
in death and dying through education, care, and advocacy.

A Sacred Passing offers death and dying education to
individuals, community associations, and medical

organizations. Our organization educates, collaborates, and
shares ways to be supportive nonmedical companions.

https://www.duwamishtribe.org/federal-recognition
https://asacredpassing.org/education
https://asacredpassing.org/calendar
https://asacredpassing.org/resources
https://linktr.ee/asacredpassing


Deathcare Education

Several different opportunities for those who wish to learn & broaden their existing care practices to include practical

end-of-life and death care skills. Our death care trainings are a dive into the nonmedical world of care. The act of tending

to the physical, emotional, practical, and spiritual care of the living, dying, and dead.

A Place to Die

In Washington state, residents have a choice in their end-of-life options; even with that choice, access to exercising one's

choice can be limited by care facilities or support networks. A Place to Die offers the space for people to ingest their

medication, complete the VSED process and increase the community’s access to death care.

Community Care Events

Tending to people living is a big part of what A Sacred Passing does.  Grief groups, art nights, garden parties and meals are

all ways that we honour these lives we are living and 

Asphodel House

Asphodel is a home donated to A Sacred Passing by Sally Bailey in 2023. This home houses the program A Place to Die, a

community deathcare in residency program, an Art and Death Residency Program, community events, and a grief garden.  

Programming Offered



Medical Aid in Dying Grief Group

Death and Art Cafes

Suicide Suppers 

Quaking in America Book Club 

Movement for Grievers

Une Bonne Mort 

Blooming with Grief

Sunday with Grief

Community Office Hours

Library book check-out time.

Still on Earth Survivors Care and Support Group

Community Care Offerings



Our Time
Together 

Deathcare 
Planning

Care TeamCommunication



How did/do your
people do death? 

Do you want to do it
differently?



A Non-medical caregiver can 
Be present with you
Help organize and take notes for medical appointments
Help research answers to questions
Assist with paperwork
Share resources for knowledge or skill 
Explain end-of-life care options and details of disposition options
Help with medical communication 
Ceremony crafting
Grief Processing
A person to talk to



Slow Moving

Things are moving quickly; be clear
steady, and metered. 

All the of the paper

What have you been given consent to
advocate for? 

None of the Papers

How to get as close to possible to 
your person’s wishes.  

Deathcare Planning Requires
Effective communication is key to understanding the

individual's needs and preferences. 



All of the Papers

Will 

Health Care Directive

Insurance 
Paperwork

Stories Financial

Giving
PossessionsLegacy

Death Plan



You

Resources & InformationResources & Information   



You
Consent Autonomy

Resources & InformationResources & Information   



You
Community

Systems

Hubs
Neighborhood Centers

Peer/Affinity Groups
Friends
Family

Neighbors

Physical Healthcare
Mental Wellness

Legal
Social 
Family

Spiritual/Religious 
Financial

Consent Autonomy

Resources & InformationResources & Information   



Autonomy

What does the person you’re caring
for say that they want? 

Advocacy

What have you been given consent to
advocate for? 

Harm Reduction

How to get as close to possible to 
your person’s wishes.  

Care Team
Effective communication is key to understanding the

individual's needs and preferences. 



Direct Care

This communication is directly with
the people that are caring for you.

Communication needs to be

Accountable
Authentic

Clear
Consensual
Resourceful

Outer Community

Communication
Effective communication is key to understanding the

individual's needs and preferences. 

This communication is with
everyone other than the people

caring for you

Communication needs to be

Amplify the patient’s wishes
Be defined by the patient

+



MedicalFinancial EmotionalSocial Spiritual HousingLegal

Areas of Care

What are some other areas of care?
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Before 
Death 



Before Death 



After Death 



206-494-0023   info@asacredpassing.org 
7832 S 113th St. Seattle, WA 98178

We are a 501c3: 47-5676912
Support: Venmo @deathcarewa and @deathcare

or at asacredpassing.org

NEWSLETTERDONATE REQUEST A ROOM VIRTUAL TOUR OF
ASPHODEL 

Questions, Ideas, thought play? 

Please learn more about what 

A Sacred Passing gets to do out here in the streets. 


